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	Abnormal	growth	paierns	in	hybrids	are	
ojen	parent-of-origin	specific,	such	as	
mules	(large,	female	horse	x	male	donkey)	
and	hinnies	(small,	female	donkey	x	male	
horse).	This	is	thought	to	be	caused	by	a	
dosage	imbalance	of	growth	related	genes.	
Many	of	these	genes	are	also	found	to	be	miss	expressed	in	various	
types	of	cancer.		Hybrid	growth	paierns	are	very	similar	to	those	
found	in	rare	but	serious	growth-related	birth	defects	in	humans,	
such	as	Beckwith-Weideman	Syndrome.	
	
